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Sarha Mosque
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Sarha Mosque

P Sarha is a populated village and is part of Ozlat
Bani Muslim villages from (Mekhlaf Yahsob) of
Yarim city. It is located at the northwestern part
of Qaa Al Haql and can be accessed through a
10 km asphalt-paved road that connects it with
Yarim city. The village abounds with Himiarites
monuments and some Islamic monuments. These
include a small mosque whose walls were built
with big stone blocks reused from old buildings
that date back to the pre-Islamic era, according
to the inscriptions on them which are written in

the Musnad script.

P The plan of the mosque follows the design of
Yemeni mosques. It consists of a nave, in front
of which is the player place ‘benia’ with the
dimensions (8.5 x7.5 meters). The mosque can
be accessed through a small door in the southern
side which is flanked by two mica-made props,
covered by patterns of grape leaves and bunches,
and bird decorations. The prayer place consists of
four wide colonnades intersected by three rows
of columns, each with two wooden pillars. These
pillars look like prisms that have two ends, from
each of which a leaf-shaped decoration protrudes
and supports the ceiling’s wooden panels. The
ceiling consists of wooden boards carried on
geometric and plant shaped beams distributed
among the ceiling’s panels in a similar way, except
for the mihrab tile. This last is covered by an
internally sunken square panel with a 150 cm
long side that gets narrower as we go up, and is
balanced on big supports that look like cornices.

> 'The ceiling has repeated geometric shapes,
including stars and rhombuses, in addition
to colored plant decorations. Although the
structure of the mosque is simple, its beautiful
wooden ceiling is a masterpicce (the panels) that
is a marvel of precision in design. This highlights
the contributions of the Yemeni architect to
the great Islamic art, and his ability to draw
innovatively on the local arts that existed during
the pre-Islamic era.



